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are being overshadowed by more modern and less charming
methods.
New sub/castes frequently originate with amazing mcon/
sequence. During the famine of 1866 one or two castes were
outcasted for eating in relief kitchens, etc. They calmly
proceeded to make themselves into a new caste, and Hinduism
never blinked an eyelid. In some cases where a tribe is con/
cerned all that happens is that the tribe sets up a stone, calls
it a Hindu god, and Brahmamsm puts loving arms around
it. It will be seen, therefore, that caste, while it is quick to
punish is also strong to save. Its justification is that it has
adaptability. It has fitted Hinduism like a glove, and, while
it has divine sancuon from the laws of Manu, it is also nchly
invaded by common sense. It has regulated Hindu India for
centuries and made of her people a clean and sanctified race.
No other system could have kept such a vast territory in
unity. In ordinary circumstances the outlook of Madras
would have been as different from the outlook of the Punjab
as that of an Icelandic hunter from that of a Cakbrian shepherd.
And yet, under the Hindu caste establishment they continue
to suck like brothers from the same religious breast.
What is to happen when we remove this strong and
beautiful edifice 2 One of the most amazing things in modern
history is the Indian's apparent desire for something that is to
destroy his traditions as effectively as locusts destroy green
leaves. We are told that if democracy is to succeed in India
caste must be got rid of. Mr. Gandhi has attacked certain of
its aspects with a holy vigour. Communal representation in
India's new constitution is but a declared makeshift. We
have, therefore, the desperate spectacle of nearly 300,000,000
people about to be liberated of all holy enjomments. They
are to be told that they are now "responsible" human beings
with a voting number at the next general election; that caste
is no more and that they can marry a coolie's widow or the
daughter of a Brahman Devi. What is to be the 300,000,000
people's responses